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1952 Building begins 
of the Palace of 
Culture and Science in 
Warsaw 
1953 Cardinal 
Wyszynski jailed  
1955 B. Bierut dies in 
Moscow 
1956 Worker’s 
rebellion in Poznan 
W. Gomułka takes 
over presidency 
Cardinal Wyszyński 
released 

1953 Death of J. Stalin, 
replaced by N. Kruschov 
End of Korean war 
Hydrogen bomb tested 
in USSR 
1954 West Germany 
becomes Independent 
1955 Death of 
A.Einstein 
Formation of the 
Warsaw pact 
1956 Hungarian 
Revolution 
Summer Olympic 
Games held in 
Melbourne  



Powitanie pierwszego Ks. Chrystusowca – 
J.Gu y - w Sierpniu 1959 



Mattara 1965 

1964 Prohibited  
rally of intellectuals 
in Warsaw 
1965 Letter of 
Reconciliation of 
the Polish Bishops 
to the German 
Bishops 
1966 Illegal 
celebrations 
remembering the 10 
year anniversary of 
the Poznan protests 
1966 Church 
celebrations of the 
Baptism of Poland 
in Częstochowa 
1000 schools built 
for the Millennium 

1962 Cuban Missile 
Crisis 
Second Vatican 
Council 
Algeria gains 
independence after 
war with France 
1963 Assassination 
of US President J. F. 
Kennedy 
1964 Start of 
American War in 
Vietnam 
L. Brezhnev comes 
to power in USSR 
1966 Cultural 
revolution in China 

 



1974 Fiat 126p 
commences 
production 
1975 17 
voivodeship’s split 
up to form 49 
1976 Peaceful 
protest of workers 
in Ursus and Radom 
Introduction of 
ration cards for 
sugar 
Creation of an open 
illegal opposition- 
Worker’s Defence 
Committee (KOR) 
US President J. 
Carter visits Poland 

1972 Bloody 
overthrow of leftist 
government in Chile  
1974 Cyclone Tracy 
destroys Darwin, 
Australia 
1975 Death of 
Spanish dictator 
Gen. F. Franco 
Signing of the 
Helsinki Accords 
US President R. 
Nixon forced to 
resign 
Vietnam People’s 
Army takes Saigon 
1976 Death of Mao 
Zedong 

 



Do ynki 1979 + zaproszenie 

1978 Cardinal 
K .Wojtyła elected 
Pope 
First Pole in space 
1979 Pope visits 
Poland  
1980 Strikes- 
SOLIDARITY 
movement formed 
Nobel Prize in 
Literature 
awarded to 
Czeslaw Miłosza  
1981 Gen. W. 
Jaruzelski comes 
to power 
Cardinal 
S.Wyszyński dies 
Martial Law 
introduced 

1978 Peace 
agreement 
between Egypt 
and Israel 
1979 Iranian 
Islamic 
Revolution- Shah  
Pahlavi leaves 
Iran 
USSR Army 
invades 
Afghanistan 
1980 Moscow 
Olympics 
boycotted by the 
West 
Iran-Iraq War 
1981 Assasination 
attempt on the 
Pope in the 
Vatican. 

 



1982 SOLIDARITY 
Movement goes 
underground 
1983 Papal visit 
Nobel Peace Prize 
Awarded to L. 
Wałęsa, leader of 
the Solidarity 
movement 
1984 Fr. J. 
Popiełuszko 
murdered by 
Intelligence 
Agents 
1985 Warsaw Pact 
extended for 
further 20 years 

1982 Death of L. 
Brezhnev 
1983 M. Gorbachev 
comes to power in 
USSR 
US President 
Reagan announces 
‘Star Wars’ 
initiative 
1986 Chernobyl 
Disaster in Ukraine 
Political unrest in 
Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia 



Kujawy 1988 

Polish School Nativity 
Play- December 1991 

1987 Papal Visit 
1988 A wave of 
strikes 
Confidential talks 
between government 
and opposition 
1989 Round Table 
talks 
First free elections 
Communist party 
loses power 
People’s Republic of 
Poland becomes the 
Republic of Poland 
Gen. Jaruzelski 
President 
1990 Communist 
Party dismantled- 
turned into Social 
Democracy of 
Republic of Poland 
(SDRP) 
L. Wałęsa becomes 
President 
1991 Papal Visit 
Warsaw Pact 
Dismantled 

1988 USSR Army 
leaves Afghanistan 
1989 Fall of Berlin 
Wall 
Newcastle 
Earthquake 
(Australia) 
1990 Fall of Soviet 
Union 
Unification of 
Germany 
United Kingdom and 
France joined via 
Channel tunnel 
1991 Yugoslavian 
states Seperate 
Gulf War 
B. Yeltzin President 
of Russia 

 



1992 USSR Army 
leaves Poland 
1994 Free Elections 
to the Senate and 
Sejm 
Poland’s application 
to join European 
Union 
1995 A. Kwaśniewski 
President of Poland 
1996 W. Szymborska 
receives Nobel Prize 
for literature 

1992 War in Bosnia 
and Herzegovnia 
1993 Division of 
Czechoslovakia- 
Czech Republic and 
Slovakia are formed 
1994 African 
National Congress 
successful in 
Parliamentary 
elections in South 
Africa. 

 



1997 Papal visit 
New constitution 
Right wing victory in 
Sejm Elections 
Worst floods of the 
century in Silesia 
1998 Negotiations 
begin for Poland to 
enter European 
Union 
1999 Papal Visit 
Poland joins NATO 
Poland’s 49 
voivodeships 
replaced by 16 
2000 A. Wajda 
receives the 
Honorary Academy 
Award (Oscar). 

1999 NATO 
intervention in 
Kosovo 
2000 Summer 
Olympic Games 
held in Sydney, 
Australia 
2001 September 11 
Terrorist attacks in 
the USA and the 
start of ‘War on 
Terror’ 

 



Larysa 

Amelia Sara Lidia Agatka Kasia 

Michalina 
Jarek 

2002 Polish Army 
deployed to 
Afghanistan 
Civic Platform (PO) 
and Law and Justice 
(PiS) are the two 
parties running in 
the election 
2003 Adam Malysz- 
Polish ‘Ski Jumping 
King’ 
2004 Death of 
Czeslaw Milosz, 
Polish Nobel 
Laureate 
2005 Death of Pope 
John Paul II 
 Law and Justice 
(PiS) win election 
2006 Pope Benedict 
XVI visits Poland 

2002 New currency 
‘Euro’ begins 
circulation 
New planet 
discovered 
(Quaoar) 
2003 First Chinese 
in space 
Invasion of Iraq  
2004 Indian Ocean 
Tsunami kills 230 
000 people 
Olympics return to 
Athens 
2005 A. Merkel frst 
female Chancellor 
of Germany 
2006 Execution of 
Saddam Hussein in 
Iraq 

 



2007 Civic Platform 
wins elections to the 
Sejm 
Poland enters the 
Schengen Zone 
2008 Body of Gen. 
Sikorski exhumed 
2009 Abolition of 
military conscription 
2010 Tragic death of 
Polish president L. 
Kaczynski 
B. Komorowski 
elected president of 
Poland 
2011 Civic Platform 
wins elections for 
the second time 
First Polish 
Presidency of 
Council of the 
European Union 
2012 Death of Nobel 
Laureate W. 
Szymborska. 

2007 Beginning of 
Global Financial 
Crisis 
2009 First African- 
American 
President of the 
USA elected (B. 
Obama) 
2010 Ecological 
disaster in the Gulf 
of Mexico 
2011 Osama Bin 
Laden killed in 
Pakistan 
Tragic tsunami in 
Japan 
2012 Jubilee 
celebrations for 
Queen Elizabeth 
II’s 60 years on 
the throne. 
Discovery of the 
Higgs Boson- ‘God 
Particle’ 

 


